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CATALAN, A WORKING 
LANGUAGE 
NOWADAYS, ONE OF THE PRIORITIES OF LINGUISTIC POLICY IS TO 
PROMOTE THE USE OF CATALAN I THE SPHERE OF WORK. WITH 
THIS IN MIND, LINGUISTIC SERVICES HAVE BEEN SET UP WITHIN 
THE TRADE UNIONS AND THE OTHER ORGANISATIONS IN THE 
ECONOMIC WORLD SO AS TO STIMULATE NORMALIZATION, AND 
PROFESSIONAL TERMINOLOGIES IN CATALAN ARE DRAWN UP 
AND CIRCULATED TO ALL SECTORS OF PRODUCTION. 
I O A N  T U D E L A  J O U R N A L I S T  
n the thirties, Catalan was the lan- ' 
1 
guage of the people and therefore 
a working language. It was also 
the language of politics and literature, and 
was beginning to be that of the schools 
and the university, of the press and of the 
radio. In Catalonia (the situation in Valen- 
cia and the Balearics was different), Cata- 
lan would have been fully normalized if 
the Spanish Republic hadn't foundered 
and with it democracy and autonomy. 
Inside Catalonia the only misgivings 
carne from the trade unions, not the Unió 
de Rabassaires, which represented pea- 
sants and farmers, then very numerous, 
but the Confederació Nacional del Treball 
(CNT), the great workers' union. The op- 
position wasn't generalized and certainly 
not head-on, but the fact is that the majo- 
rity of the workers' leaders had little symi 
pathy for the normalization of Catalan. 
Some because they believed that it was 
unimportant, others because they were in 
favour either of Esperanto as the linguis- 
tic ideal or else of Castilian as an expres- 
sion of brotherhood with the workers of 
Castilian Spain. Even so, the recovery of 
Catalan went ahead. 
But Spain suffered the long dictatorship 
of General Franco, which lasted from 
1939 to 1975 and which repressed the use 
of Catalan in public. Following the death 
of the dictator and the re-establishment of 
democracy and autonomy, the social, ideo- 
logical and linguistic outlook in Catalonia 
was very different to that which existed in 
the thirties, 
The war to the death between revolution 
and reaction is now a thing of the past. 
The Church and the trade unionists, irre- 
concilable enemies before the dictator- 
ship, made peace when they coincided in 
the sixties and seventies in the struggle 
for democracy. Comissions Obreres 
(CCOO), the most powerful trade union 
in the anti-Franco movement and now 
one of the two biggest, includes amongst 
its signs of identity the defence of Catalo- 
nia and the normalization of Catalan. And 
the same goes for the Unió General de 
Treballadors (UGT), today's other chief 
trade union, and for the Unió Sindical 
Obrera (USO), which, like CCOO, has its 
origins in the anti-Franco movement, for 
the Confederació General del Treball 
(CGT), the histoncal heir to the CNT, and 
for the Unió de Pagesos, the farming 
union, although nowadays the country- 
side wields far less weight socially than it 
did in the thirties. But the consensus in fa- 
vour of Catalan is not only a thing of the 
trade unions, but permeates al1 the organi- 
sations fonning part of the world of work. 
In other words, it is also shared by the 
professional colleges, some of which 
played a part comparable to that of 
CCOO and USO in the anti-Franco 
movement, the chambers of cornmerce and 
the employers' organisations, especially 
the shopkeepers and small businessmen. 
But not everything is a bed of roses. The 
present socio-linguistic situation, com- 
pared with that of the thirties, is biased to- 
wards Castilian. A good half of the popu- 
lation of Catalonia today belongs to the 
massive immigration from Andalusia and 
ather parts of Castilian Spain which ac- 
companied the economic development 
begun in 1959. Catalonia, at the height of 
the dictatorship, was not able to welcome 
the newcomers in Catalan. 
The social cohesion that exists between 
the new Catalans and the bom-and-bred 
Catalans is a social rniracle of which the 
Catalan people are rightfully proud. The 
Catalan model of coexistence was forrnu- 
lated decades ago by politicians, trade 
unionists and churchmen, and has been 
successful. The difficulty, once coexist- 
ente has been solidly assured, lies in ex- 
tending the use of the language of the 
temtory -that is, Catalan. 
The pessimists doubt whether this object 
can ever be fully reached, because of the 
great vitality of Castilian in the Catalan 
society of today. In general, though, it is 
felt that the fullness of Catalan is still pos- 
sible. During the fust years of self-gov- 
emment, linguistic policy took as its pno- 
rities the spheres of teaching, administra- 
tion and public broadcasting on radio and 
television. Now one of the priorities is to 
promote the use of Catalan in the sphere 
of work. With this in mind, linguistic 
services have been set up within the 
trade unions and the other organisations 
in the economic world so as to stimulate 
normalization, and professional terminolo- 
gies in Catalan are drawn up and circula- 
ted to all sectors of production. In the civil 
sphere there are large companies -for 
example, the savings banks- which have 
played a central role in a very remark- 
able linguistic shift in favour of Catalan, 
while employers and trade unionists, in 
some branches more than others, take an 
active interest in linguistic normalization. 
It's strange that in the thirties Catalan so- 
ciety should have lived in Catalan while 
a lot of trade unionists dreamed of adopt- 
ing Esperanto; ethnic cohesion was 
complete, but social antagonisms in Ca- 
talonia and Spain were so strong that 
they led to the outbreak of the Civil 
War, the prelude to World War 11. In the 
nineties, Catalan society lives largely in 
Castilian, but many trade unionists are 
actively in favour of recovering Cata- 
lan. There are two ethno-linguistic 
groups, one speaking Catalan and one 
speaking Castilian, but the desire to live 
side by side as a united people is so 
strong that it sets a positive example in a 
world torn apart by so many ethnic 
wars. Catalonia is in no doubt that the 
normalization of her language, civil 
peace and economic prosperity are 
indispensable objectives. 
